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6. With joy and great thankfulness to the Lord of the Church we 
must now recognise that a beginning has been made towards the 
recovery of conciliar and collegial leadership in the Church. We see 
with joy that a new attentiveness to Holy Scripture and Tradition has 
come about which has already led at the Second Vatican Council to a 
new meeting of the Roman Church with the separated Churches and 
not least to the Churches committed to our care. 

We regret however that the new Council has again confirmed the 
decrees of Vatican I without sufficient regard for Scripture and 
Tradition and that therefore the great disadvantages of 
authoritarianism created by Vatican I have still not been overcome. 
Nonetheless we firmly hope that the development towards the 
conciliar communion of all the Churches will go further a 
communion in which the original Petrine service of the primacy will 
find a new fulfilment. 

Therefore we ask all Christians and especially all Bishops and 
responsible leaders of the Churches to become more and more 
conscious of their joint responsibility for the possibility of a new truly 
universal Council which can speak and take decisions for all 
Christians. 

On the Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, 29th June 
1970, in the name of the Bishops of the Old Catholic Churches of 
Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Croatia 
and of the Polish National Church in America. 


Signed: URS KURY ANDREAS RINKLE 
Bishop of Bern. Archbishop of Utrecht. 
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